CHAPTER II

IN spite of the war and the enemy at our very gates, Shaw settled down
to a new book. Even if he had not told me I would have guessed by the
kind of questions he asked. One of his main concerns was education and
we played with this subject inside and out. Whenever I attacked he was
quick to defend and whenever I defended he was quick to attack. The
only example I had from him of his actual experience, apart, of course,
from his schooling seventy years back, was a visit with Wells to Oundle.
Here was a headmaster, Mr. Sanderson, making a great effort to put the
new goddess Science on the same pedestal as Classics. The engineer took
the place of the poet; andWells, the prophet of Science, became the disciple.
Shaw, however, was left unmoved. From much first-hand experience I
could not assure him that schools had radically changed, in spite of the
word 'new' or 'creative' prefixed to everything associated with education.
He declared: "A complete public-school and university training may
leave its graduates so barbarously ignorant that when war comes,
i-all directions trying to close public art galleries and

museums."
"As a matter of fact," I informed him, "things have gone in the
opposite direction in this war. Never has there been such an interest in
the arts. Though the paintings of the National Gallery had to be placed in
security elsewhere, the Gallery at once sprang into being as a national
community centre where thousands flocked to listen to the best music and
keep in touch with whatever paintings were shown there/'
"A reaction to our vile"- schooling," he answered. "Children have a
way of acting in the opposite direction intended. I am always being invited
to schools to give out the prizes to the successful ones. It amuses me
because I myself would give a prize to the most mischievous lad. What
have I to do with a good boy that fits in perfectly with a bad systemV
I, myself, have no competitive instinct, nor do I crave for prizes or
distinctions, consequently I have no interest in competitive examinations.
If I won, the disappointment of my competitors would distress me
instead of gratifying me. If I lost, my precious self-esteem would suffer.
As few win and the majority lose the competitive system presses hard on
most chjjdren. I am invited to these places because I am a magnificently
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